To accomplish this task the editors assembled an unusually accomplished group of scholars and asked them to produce paired essays that focused on women's experiences in North and South during the Civil War within the context of eight specific themes: Politics, Family, Relief, Mobilization, Religion, Emancipation, Reconstruction, and Memory. This format is one of the real strengths of the collection, as it focuses the essays and presents readers with context and detailed points of references around which to build a greater understanding of the differences and similarities between women's experiences. It mitigates the tendency of so many anthologies to wander far beyond asserted themes and allows readers to focus on specific issues in a comparative manner that is thought provoking and will provoke spirited classroom and seminar discussions on university campuses.
As with most anthologies, there is no overarching thesis and the quality of the essays varies. Chapters are comparative and analytical rather than narrative, but the best of them include new research and strong writing that reveals new points of view and offers evocative accounts of women's experiences that will strike readers as poignant and offer them insights they are
